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The Parish Council are grateful for the support of Hopkins Homes and 

Pigeon Investment Management Ltd for sponsoring this publication.  



 Welcome to the March issue of Newslink, the first of 2016. As the days 
lengthen it is nice too see the Spring flowers that have been planted around 
the village greens bringing some much needed colour to our lives after the 
gloom of winter. 
 

Both the Parish Council, and the Post Office, have received a number of   
complaints about the lack of a post box in the centre of the village since the 
previous box was removed at the end of last year. I am delighted to say that 
Royal Mail have now confirmed that a replacement pillar box will be installed 
next to the parish notice board in The Street. They have indicated that the 
installation should take place before the end of March. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Trevor Bragg for his help and assistance in this matter. 
 

Last year the Parish Council instigated a community award to be made to an 
individual from either Barrow or Denham, who, in the opinion of the judges 
has served the community in a selfless way. Further details of how to       
nominate an individual can be found on page 3. Last years winner,           
Jean Evans, has kindly agreed to join the judging panel this year, so thank 
you in advance Jean. 
 

Another issue which I know is of concern to many people, is the possibility of 
further development within the village, and in particular on land                  
East of Barrow Hill. At the annual parish meeting in April 2015, the Parish 
Council made a commitment that, in the event of a formal planning application 
being received, we would hold a public meeting to allow individuals to         
participate in the consultation process. We have been advised that such an 
application has now been made, and therefore, it is our intention to hold a 
public meeting to discuss the application on Wednesday 30 March at 7.00pm 
in the Village Hall. Please take this opportunity to come along and have your 
say.  
 

In a similar vein, please note that the Annual Parish meeting will take place on 
Thursday April 21st. Again, this will be at 7.00pm in the village hall and both 
the Parish Council, and other organisations and individuals, give their annual 
reports. This is your opportunity to come along and ask questions and raise 
issues relevant to the parish. 
 

Finally, can I remind you that the Parish Council meets on the first Monday of 
each month (except January and August) at 7.15pm in the Village Hall. We 
welcome members of the public to our meetings and individuals and groups 
do have an opportunity to raise matters of community interest before we begin 
the formal business of the meeting. If you do wish to raise an issue please 
contact the Parish Clerk in advance, so can make sure we allocate            
appropriate time for discussion.  
 

 

Graham Judge 
Chairman 
Barrow cum Denham Parish Council 

Barrow Book Exchange: the first six months 

Barrow Book Exchange on Brittons Road has become a popular magnet for 
book lovers in the community. During its first six months, it has attracted   
generous donations of books and, even in the depths of winter, children and 
adults have continued to browse the shelves finding gems for their own     

libraries. 

The BBE Community Project was approved by Barrow-cum-Denham Parish 
Council in December 2014. It took six months for the partial refurbishment of 
the kiosk to be completed and the bookshelves to be   designed and installed 
by Colin Marshall. Colin and a friend also renewed the concrete plinth at the 
foot of the kiosk and before Christmas, he replaced two missing Perspex 

panels from the door. 

We now have an active group of volunteers who manage the kiosk shelves 
and store surplus boxes of books in their garages. With this in mind, we     
encourage visitors to swap only two or three books at a time rather than to 
leave large quantities. Charity shops such as RSPCA and Oxfam in          

Bury St Edmunds are always pleased to absorb these larger book donations. 

With the support of the Parish Council, we aim to acquire a proper sign for 

the door and to carry out further maintenance of the kiosk in the spring. 

If you’re interested in seeing pictures of the life and times of the BBE, please 

visit our Facebook page on  

www.facebook.com/barrowbookexchange.  

We welcome pictures and posts from all visitors. 

Church News – Save this Date! 

 

 

 
 

On Saturday, 16 April at 7:30 pm, the VIPs, a cappella chorus, will be       
performing at Risby Village Hall.  The VIPs, one of the top ten a cappella   
choruses in the UK, most recently performed at the Bury Fayre and were also 
part of the St Edmundsbury Cathedral Concert on 13 December 2015. Parts 
of that concert were included in the BBC Children in Need programme. This 
concert is in aid of church funds for All Saints’ Church, Barrow and St Giles’ 
Church, Risby.  Tickets are £12 and include a drink and nibbles.  Children 
under 14 are free.  Tickets can be bought at the door or online at                

tickets@vipchorus.co.uk or at 811675 or 810590. 

mailto:tickets@vipchorus.co.uk


GRAND AUCTION 

Saturday 24 September 
 

Barrow Village Hall 
 

Hog Roast from 1pm 
 

Auction start at 2pm 
 

We will be accepting donations 
from mid-March, so check your 
house, attic and shed for any     
unwanted items. Everything will be 
gratefully received.   
 

Collection can be arranged. 
 

Ring Chris James 810277 for     
further information. 

 
 

ALL PROCEEDS TO THE 

TOWN ESTATE ROOM 

 

Barrow & District Local       
History Society 
 

We meet in Barrow Village Hall on 
the second Tuesday of each month 
(unless otherwise stated) at 7.30pm.  
 

Visitors will always receive a warm 
welcome, £2 per meeting. All       
enquiries to Sylvia Greening 810270 
 

12 April - Landscapes of Suffolk, 

Mark Mitchels 
 

10 May - A Good Job for Life -  
The History of Apprenticeships 
and Guilds, Sarah Doig 
 

We will have a daytime outing in 
June - place, date and cost to be 
confirmed with details appearing in 
the Stile nearer the time 

Remembrance and Celebration 

The 40 days of Lenten fasting will soon give way to the 50 days of Easter 
feasting and celebrations. At the end of Lent, Holy Week at All Saints 
Church in Barrow and at other churches in the Benefice, gives ample     
opportunity to prepare for the greatest celebration in the church’s year. It 
begins on Palm Sunday, 20 March, with a 10.45am Holy Communion at  

All Saints where the distribution of palm crosses will recall Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem riding on a donkey. Crowds sang ‘Hosanna!’ 
During the days which follow, Compline – a short reflective time of prayer – 
and a Taize Service, a modern service of prayer and praise – takes place 
at a church in the Benefice. Maundy Thursday re-enacts Jesus’ washing 
the disciples’ feet and then, at the Last Supper, giving the disciples the 
blessed bread and wine of Holy Communion. “This is my body ….. this is 
my blood … do this and remember me” (See All Saints’ noticeboard or   

The Stile for details) 

On Good Friday at All Saints, at 9.30am, Stations of the Cross follows the 

story of what happened to Jesus on the day of his trial and crucifixion.   
Children can worship in their own special way at Messy Church, 2.30pm in 

Barrow Village Hall. 

All these opportunities to reflect and remember prayerfully culminate in the 
glorious and joyful celebration of Easter Day at All Saints at 10.45am.  ‘He 

is Risen …. Alleluia!’ 

Barrow Community Award 
  

The Parish Council are seeking          
nominations for their annual         
Community Award, to recognise the 
efforts of an individual from Barrow 
or Denham who has served their 
community in a selfless way over the 
previous year.  
  

Nominations are encouraged from 
individuals and organisations, and 
should be sent to the Parish Clerk 
with a short note about the person 
being nominated.  

Newslink  

Submissions for the next issue 
should be emailed to the Parish 
Clerk by 30 May, for delivery week 

commencing 13 June. 

The next issue deadline is              
29 August, for delivery week       

commencing 12 September. 

Items should be approximately 200 
words maximum, preferably using 
Word. Editorial rights  remain with 

the Parish Clerk. 

Land East of Barrow Hill 

Wednesday 30 March 
7pm 

Barrow Village Hall 
 

Please join your Parish Council 
and land owners to  discuss the       
planning application to build a 

new development on land                    
East of Barrow Hill. 

All welcome. 

 

 

Vacancy on Barrow cum Denham Parish Council 

There is a vacancy on your local Parish Council for a new Councillor.     
Anyone interested should send a letter to the Parish Clerk stating brief  
reasons for offering their services to the Council. Candidates will be      
considered at the next meeting on Monday 4 April, when the successful 
applicant will be chosen by all current Councillors. If you require further 
information about the role of a Parish Councillor, please either contact a 
member of the Council or the Parish Clerk, who will be happy to help you - 

details are on the back of this issue. 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 

Thursday 21st April  

7pm 

Barrow Village Hall 
  

All are welcome, and encouraged, to 

attend. This is your chance to hear 

first hand what has been going on in 

your parish, as well as meeting 

members of your Parish Council. 

Reports from various village        

organisations will be presented on 

the night, with a question and      

answer session  during the evening. 

The Annual Community Award will 

also be   presented. 



Barrow Cricket Club 

It’s March. Cricket is coming! 

Soon it will be time to delve into that shabby old kitbag, sadly slung into a 
dark corner back in September, and maybe consider the merits of washing 
one or two unrecognisable moulding items. Better still, let’s go shopping! 
What an opportunity to boost the nation’s ailing polyester garment industry. 
Grimy men, women and children have tirelessly toiled all year long in those 
cold, dark, northern, satanic polyester mills for this very occasion when    
dandy rural chaps like us nip to the shops and clad ourselves for the cricket 

to come.  

If you harbour a lurking suspicion that you too may be a Dandy Chap and are 
keen to don the gear and play cricket for Barrow in our friendliest of ways, 

please start the journey by contacting: 

Richard Ford 811897 richard@northstarcreation.com   

Ralph Rawlings 811844 ralph.rawlings@btinternet.com.   

Barrow Beer Festival 2016 

I know it is only March but I must let you know the date for the Barrow Beer 
Festival this year, I know you won’t forgive me if you mistakenly book a   
holiday on a clashing date. The date for your diaries this year is               

Saturday 1 October. 

As in previous years the Beer Festival will be held in the Village Hall and will 
feature a spectacular and new line-up of painstakingly selected regional  
artisan beers and ciders. Great food will be available and live music will help 

the afternoon and evening go with a swing and maybe a stagger or two!  

All proceeds from the event will boost the Village Hall funds and we look  
forward to seeing lots of happy faces, new and old, for this most popular of 

annual village events. 

We are always looking for help on the day and if anyone wishes to offer their 

services could you please contact: 

Richard Ford  811897 richard@northstarcreation.com 

Mike Bannister 811570 mwbannister@btinternet.com 

   

 

 
 
 

Barrow and District WI 
 

We meet at 7.30pm in the Village Hall on the first Tuesday of every month 

and are a friendly group with many new friendships having been forged dur-
ing these evenings. Barrow WI is also part of the Suffolk West          Feder-
ation, which gives us access to a variety of activities, including sports, craft 
days, days out, topical debates and much more.  We are all part of the Na-
tional Federation of Women’s Institutes. 
 

Our programme so far includes: 
 

5 April:  Jane Paley: a humorous and light-hearted talk entitled ‘So you 

thought you knew about tea’ 
 

3 May: Members evening which will include the Annual Meeting and      
Resolution discussion. 
 

7 June: Joyce Hurrell will deliver a travel talk  
 

Sunday 3 July: river trip from Ipswich to Felixstowe with lunch on 
board 
 

5 July: A demonstration on cooking different kinds of fish, and then 
the chance to sample it.  With Trisha Bircham 
 

2 August: Trish Evans will tell us about the role of the MacMillan Nurs-

es 
 

Tuesday 16 August: trip to Kersey Mill  
 

6 September: Watercolour demonstration by Vernan Lever  
 

4 October and 1 November: still to be confirmed  
 

6 December: A fun evening with Barry and Sue Tyler talking about and 
demonstrating Jive Dancing, followed by Christmas nibbles 
 

3 January 2017: Seasonal meal, venue to be arranged. 
 

An interesting and varied programme; you are welcome to come along    
without any commitment to join.  However, if you do decide to join the WI 
you will soon discover there really is something for everyone. 
 

For further details please contact:  
barrow.wi@hotmail.co.uk  

or        
Chris James 810277 

Delivery Volunteer 

The Parish Council are seeking a volunteer to deliver Newslink to the Green 
Farm Lane development, a total of 36 copies. If you can help distribute this 
magazine once a quarter please contact the Parish Clerk using the details 

on the back of this issue. 
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