
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

COUNCILLORS FOR BARROW 

NAME Phone 
No. 

EMAIL 

Cllr Richard Ford 811897 richard@northstarcreation.com 

Cllr Graham Judge 
CHAIRMAN 

810994 
  

graham.judge@me.com 

Cllr Zigurds Kronbergs 811752 zigurdsg@gmail.com 

Cllr John Pearson 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

811259 pearsons.barrow@btinternet.com 

Cllr Alistair Ponder 811028 AP@gross.co.uk 

Cllr Philip Ratcliffe 811874 philip.ratcliffe@bellcorp.co.uk 

Cllr Martin Sanders 811137 robandmartin@live.com 

Cllr Peter Wesley 394493 peter.wesleygfs@gmail.com 

Cllr Mike Wilcock 810424 mikew@kampcl.com  

COUNCILLORS FOR DENHAM 

Cllr David Cousins 811754 cousins500@icloud.com 

Cllr David Holmes 810653 journeyman.denham@btinternet.com 

PARISH CLERK 

Mrs Kat Bowe 
14 Brittons Road,  
Barrow, IP29 5AF 

811027 
07917  
509009 

barrowcumdenhampc@gmail.com 

Website 

barrowcumdenham.onesuffolk.net/   

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Cllr Terry Clements 827161 terry.clements@suffolk.gov.uk 

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 

Cllr Ian Houlder 810074 Ian.houlder@stedsbc.gov.uk 

POLICE INFORMATION 

Suffolk Police 01473 
613500 

  

 

NEWSLINK 
Keeping you in touch with Barrow cum 

Denham  

Winter 2016 

The Parish Council are grateful for the support of Hopkins Homes and 
Pigeon Investment Management Ltd for sponsoring this publication.  



 Welcome to the December issue of ‘Newslink', and as we approach Christmas can I take 
this opportunity, on behalf of the Parish Council, to wish all parishioners a Happy  
Christmas and prosperous 2017.  
 
Over the past few years, problems relating to Highways has generated a number of com-
plaints to the Parish Council. Whether the problem is excessive water caused by a lack of 
adequate drainage, a failure to repair potholes, other damage to the highway, or speeding 
motorists, the Parish Council  have become increasingly frustrated at the lack of response 
to these issues by Suffolk County Council. 
 
Given the amount of money that has been delivered to the County Council as a  
consequence of the new developments in Barrow, we asked to meet with their Chief  
Executive, or other senior officer. Subsequently we met with the County Councils Director 
of Resources, Geoff Dobson. A summary of his response to our various complaints is set 
out below 
 
Drainage Issues 
The county council acknowledged that there are at least four locations of poor highway 
drainage along The Street.  They have offered an apology that these have not been at-
tended to – following previous promises over several years. However, they have advised 
that they hope to deal with our drainage issues in early 2017/18. 
  
Apparently, their last scheduled clean of the gullies took place on the 1st September this 
year and is not now due again until a similar time next year.  However, given that two  
gullies opposite the pond were not cleaned they are arranging for a one-off visit to clear 
these shortly.  
  
Brittons Close Footway 
The County Council has acknowledged that this footway is public highway and therefore 
they will order the repairs to the various defects – as at the date of writing (29th November) 
repairs could take up to 20 working days to complete.   
  
Traffic Speed and HGV’s 
There was no argument from the County Council that, as is common in many villages, 
speeding traffic is a real issue for residents and all users of the highway.  The Highways 
department recently carried out a speed survey in the centre of the village which showed a 
good compliance to the 30 mph limit, but, as we pointed out to them, the major problems of 
speeding occur on Barrow Hill and Bury Road. These stretches of road will now be  
surveyed and the results will be shared with the Parish. Once we have these, which will be 
in the ‘New Year’ we will post them on the Parish Notice Board, and the ‘Website’.  
In respect of HGV’s, the most recent HGV survey shows a combined directional flow of 88 
out of a total of 2561 vehicles.  This represents about 3% of traffic – which is in line with 
current trends for this type of road – especially given it links, ultimately, the A14 to the 
A143. 
 
Resurfacing 
The county are moving towards a new approach to resurfacing programmes to ensure 
timely intervention in order to maximise efficiencies and minimise costs.  The data led pro-
gramme uses condition data for the road to determine when certain treatments in their 
lifecycle should best be applied. Under this approach the main road through Barrow was 
surface dressed this year and ‘The Green’ is planned for next year.  
 
I trust that you have found this summary helpful, but if you would like to see a full copy of 
the county council response please go to our website. 
 
Graham Judge, Chairman, Barrow cum Denham Parish Council 

 
Barrow Book Exchange: News from the BBE 

“To me, what matters is the doing, and giving time is far more valuable than just giving 

money.”  

Words from Donald Trump’s book Trump, The Art of the Deal left at the BBE recently, close to 

the date of the US Presidential election. A Donald Trump from thirty years ago stares out from 

the front cover, prophetically wearing a red tie. Like him or loathe him, it’s hard to put the book 

down: 

“I like thinking big. I always have. To me, it’s very simple: if you’re going to be thinking anyway, 

you might as well think big. Most people think small…” 

So according to Trump, thinkers come in small, medium or large sizes, like t-shirts or baseball 

caps?  

Not all BBE books are so provocative. Romance and detective fiction, non-fiction books on sub-

jects such as gardening, cookery or computing, biographies and autobiographies: the list goes 

on. Since the call went out in the summer for more children’s books the stock on offer has grown 

and there are Ladybird books, board books and a variety of large-scale non-fiction books. There 

are many keen, young readers who enjoy discovering new books on the lower shelves.  

On 17th and 18th December the BBE will be taking part in the Christmas Tree Festival at All 

Saints Church and we would like to invite all our supporters to look out for the book exchange-

themed tree.   

Finally, many thanks to everyone who has given and exchanged books at the BBE in 2016. If 

you’re interested to see pictures of the life and times of the BBE please click on the following 

link: www.facebook.com/barrowbookexchange. We welcome pictures and posts from all visitors. 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and Happy Reading in the New Year. 

Ann Kronbergs December 2016 

Interested in conservation? Would you like to be the new Denham  
Warden? 

 
The aim of the Roadside nature reserve (RNR) project is to conserve good examples of species-

rich plant areas and plants of national or county importance, reducing the threats posed by inap-

propriate management. Most sites aren't cut until late September to give the plants time to flower 

and set seed. This is a council run scheme and the reserve has legal protection. 

 
All RNRs are marked with white posts and plates indicating the direction of the protected stretch 
of roadside verge. These ensure cutting takes place at the appropriate times. Cutting is essential 
to keep more dominant plants at bay and each RNR has its own management regime. 
 
The site at Denham holds around 800 flowering spikes of common spotted orchid each year, 
and the nationally rare Crested cow wheat has also in the last two years appeared. 
 
The warden's job is to keep an eye on the site throughout the year, and rake off the cut crass in 
September/ October. This can either be taken off site or stacked at the Eastern end to naturally 
decompose. If interested please contact Kat Bowe 07917 509009 

http://www.facebook.com/barrowbookexchange


Good Neighbours Helpline 

 07930 328930 

Newslink 
 
Submissions for the next issue should be 
emailed to the Parish Clerk by  
Monday 27th February. The Newslink 
will be delivered week   commencing 13th 
March.   
 
The Parish Council would like to thank all 
our volunteer deliverers, who give up their 
time to bring your copy of Newslink to your 
door, and wish them a Merry Christmas 

Barrow Cricket Club 
 
If you have not yet obtained your 2017 
diary, do not delay! Locate one today 
and the first entry should be on 1 st July 
when you will want to be in Ickworth 
Park to witness the inaugural Ickworth 
Park Cricket Festival where Barrow 
Cricket Club will feature in a new 4-way 
tournament against other, similarly co-
medic, local forces of the summer 
game. The exact format for the day is 
not yet finalised but rest assured that 
there will heaps of fun-filled family en-
tertainment with food and drink also. 
Having secured and reserved this date 
in that shiny new diary, watch this 
space for more details as the depress-
ing winter rolls-on. 
 
As you salivate at the prospect de-
scribed above and wonder what could 
be more splendid than witnessing such 
a premier sporting event, I can take you 
to a new level of excitement with the 
suggestion that could actually play in 
the tournament! Yes, you! 
 
Barrow Cricket Club are always open to 
the injection of new talent, in fact any 
semblance of talent would be a novelty. 
If you think you have what it takes and 
wish to play friendly village cricket and 
to meet wonderful new friends, feel free 
to come and join us on Monday eve-
nings for our indoor winter nets. For 
more details please contact Richard 
Ford on 02184 811897 or email  
richard@northstarcreation.com. 

Barrow & Denham  

Good Neighbours Scheme 

The Good Neighbours provide occasional ser-
vices, such as lifts to the West Suffolk Hospi-
tal, the surgery, the post office, hairdresser, 
etc., minor DIY jobs/repairs, or help to fill in 
forms, to people in need in our community. 

All these services are totally free, but when a 
lift is involved, then 40p per mile (present rate) 
is charged to cover the driver’s costs. We also 
hold regular coffee mornings so that both help-
ers and users can meet for a chat.  

Please volunteer to help – especially for jobs 
during the day or to hold the phone. 

If you would like to volunteer your services 
please contact us via the helpline number. 

If you’d like our assistance, ring the helpline 
number and leave a message – the phone-
holder will get back to you to take details and 
arrange the assistance.  

Please allow at least 3 days notice. 

BARROW AND DISTRICT WI 

 

This friendly and welcoming group meets 

the first Tuesday of every month, 7.30, at 

Barrow Village Hall. We book an  

interesting range of speakers for most 

monthly meetings, and always have time 

for coffee and homemade refreshments. 

Being a member of Barrow WI gives you 

access to many activities at County level 

with the Suffolk West Federation, also at 

National level. As well as the monthly 

meetings we organise other events, such 

as day trips, evening meals, cinema and 

theatre trips and local walks. If you would 

like more information please contact 

Chris James on 01284 810277 

 

 

Pubs Update 
 
1. THE THREE HORSESHOES 
 
The current tenant  of the Three Horseshoes Public House has given notice 
and, consequently, the owners, Hawthorn Leisure, are looking for a new tenant. 
 
The Parish Council has met with Hawthorn Leisure and expressed their  
concerns over the very dilapidated nature of the pub, both externally and  
internally.  They have also expressed concern that the pub might close  
altogether. 
 
Hawthorn leisure has assured the PC that they will make a significant invest-
ment in the building in 2017 and that even if they fail to find a new, permanent 
tenant, they will keep the pub open under temporary management. 
 
2. THE WEEPING WILLOW 
 
The Parish Council has been advised by the owner of the ‘Weeping Willow’ that 
he has appointed a contractor to carry out the re-furbishment work. Work will 
commence in February 2017 and the owners plan for a summer re-opening 

DO YOU LIKE A CHALLENGE  - Are you, or your children sports enthusi-
asts? If so, would you like to see more sports facilities on the village recrea-
tion ground; an all weather 5 a side pitch, or cricket nets, for example’ 
 
If the answer to the above questions is yes, would you be prepared to help 
achieve such objectives? 
 
The Parish Council, in conjunction with the Village Hall Management Committee, 
is forming a small group to raise funds for the future development of the playing 
field. This is a major project which we believe will bring significant benefits to our 
community.  However, while we can obtain some funding from the Borough  
Council as a consequence of the new housing developments, we will still need to 
raise money from other sources, such as ‘Sport England’. This will require a long 
term and coordinated fund raising effort on the part of the community. 
 
To kick start the process we are holding a public meeting on Monday 9th January 
in the Village Hall Committee Room, commencing at 7.30pm to identify the 
level of support for our proposals and, hopefully, recruit sufficient volunteers to 
get the project off the ground. 
 
If you are unable to attend the meeting, but would still like to help please register 
your interest by e mail to graham.judge@me.com, or Tel: 01284 820994 
 
Graham Judge - Chairman Barrow cum Denham Parish Council 
Tom Wesley - Chairman Village Hall Management Committee 

mailto:graham.judge@me.com


Barrow & District Local History  
Society 

 
We meet in Barrow Village hall on the 
second Tuesday of each month (unless 
otherwise stated) at 7. 30 pm. Visitors 
will always receive a warm welcome £3 
per meeting. Annual membership £10 
due in September. 
 
Throughout the year we have very  
interesting speakers, outing/s, August 
social and Christmas lunch. There are 
also opportunities to attend various Day 
Schools and lectures in Suffolk. 
All enquiries to Sylvia Greening 01284 
810270 
  
2017 Programme 
10th Jan. The South-sea Bubble –  
Caroline Holmes 
14th Feb. Richard III – The Suffolk  
Connection – Zigurds Kronsberg 
14th March The Great Exhibition of 1851 
& The Crystal Palace – Geoffrey Kay 
11th April The Angel Roofs of East Anglia 
– Michael Rimmer 
9th May The Rise and Fall of the East 
Anglian Herring Industry – Mark  
Mitchells 

OPEN GARDENS 2017 
 
The official opening of the Town  
Estate Rooms will see a weekend of 
events, Friday 9th June - Sunday 11th 
June. This will include Open Gardens 
in Barrow on the Saturday afternoon 
and Sunday.  You may wish to start 
planning for this over the winter.  

BARROW & DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

The Barrow Garden Club meet on the 
second Friday of the month at Barrow 
Village Hall at 7.30pm. 
Annual membership is £10 and entry 
for visitors is £3 per visit.  We have a 
variety of speakers throughout the 
year, and enjoy club membership of the 
RHS allowing us to share their monthly 
magazine, and giving  the opportunity 
to take advantage of “one FREE annual 
visit for up to 55 members to an RHS 
garden of your choice”, in addition we 
are able to access the RHS Advisory 
Service.  In the Autumn we receive 
seed catalogues, which when ordered 
as a club, enable us to get considerable 
discounts (up to 30%) on seed prices. 
 
Our first meeting in 2017 will be Friday 
10th February 2017, the evening will 
include a Speaker (to be confirmed) a 
brief AGM, and Garden Club 2017 
membership cards can be purchased 
whilst we catch up with tea and cake. 
 
Look forward to seeing you in the new 
year! 
 
If you require any further information 

please contact Kirstie Ford, 01284 

811897.  Happy Growing! 

Little Acorns 

Baby and Toddler Group 

Every Monday during term time 
9:30-11:30 

Barrow Village Hall 
£1 for under 1’s  
£2 for over 1’s 

Includes drink and snack     

Poppy Appeal  
The annual RBL poppy appeal raised 
£2778.29 locally. Thanks to all who  
donated. 

News From The Pews!!  
 

 'Twas the fight before Christmas.....December's hustle bustle—lists, 
cards, shopping, presents, cooking......endless activity. Take a well de-
served break at All Saints Church on Saturday 17th December, 10.00am-
4.00pm. It's Christmas Tree Festival opening day and offers that much 
needed breathing space, plus refreshments and activities to keep children 
happy while you enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie.  There’s 
various stalls to provide solutions to that last minute gift, and even exer-
cise for the family courtesy of Nick and Phil Smith at the Playground.  All 
this as well as enjoying the beauty of the trees decorated by local families 
and groups,  A real community event, see you all there.  If anyone would 
like to see the trees and needs transport, then please contact Margaret 
810597 to arrange a lift. 

 Christmas Services at All Saints are 

 CRIB SERVICE, 24th December  3.30pm 

 CAROL SERVICE 24th December 6.00pm 

Town Estate Room Update 

Over the last year or so the Town Estate Room management committee has been 
able to get the exterior of the building re-painted and the windows repaired. After fur-
ther fund-raising activities and some successful grant applications, I am pleased to 
report that a contract was let with F A Valiant & Son, specialists in historic building 
work, for the renovation of the interior and that they began work in September.  

The interior has been re-floored and re-painted. The loft space has been 
insulated and double glazing is being fitted. There is a new heating system and a new 
WC has been installed, with facilities for the disabled. The whole building has been re
-wired. The back room has been partitioned off to create a new kitchen, for which 
Hopkins Homes, the local house builders, have generously donated all the fittings.  

In addition to these major works and as with the renovation of any old build-
ing, we have found unexpected problems. There was damp under the main floor, 
making replacement of some of the floor joists necessary. There was a hole in the 
roof where slates had slipped and a poor guttering detail beside the porch where wa-
ter was getting into the wall. These and other extras have resulted in a shortfall in 
money currently available. We shall continue to organise fund-raising events but if 
anyone would like to make a donation, large or small, it would be most welcome. 
Please contact me as soon as possible if you can help. 

We hope the building will be available in the spring of 2017, with a formal 
opening event held in June. Barrow Town Estate Room is ideally situated in the cen-
tre of the village for use by the whole community, including the primary school, a 
youth club, adult and inter-generational education classes, and a gathering place 
where the elderly can meet. 

                           David Sherlock  
01284 811675 davidasherlock@gmail.com  

mailto:davidasherlock@gmail.com

