
BARROW cum DENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
HELD IN BARROW VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 20th APRIL 2017 

 
 

PRESENT: Mr G Judge, Chairman; Mr M Sanders, Mr D Holmes, Mr R Ford, Mr J Pearson, Mr 
M Wilcock, Mr Z Kronbergs, Mr P Wesley 

 
Cllr Terry Clements, Suffolk County Council 
Cllr Ian Houlder, St Edmundsbury Borough Council 
Dr Viv Hughes, Chair of Governors 
14 Electors  

                      Clerk in attendance: Mrs K Bowe 
 

Mr Judge, Chairman of Barrow cum Denham Parish Council welcomed everyone to the 
Annual Parish Meeting of the Parish Council. 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Mr D Cousins and Mr P Ratcliffe. 
 
2. MINUTES OF LAST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting, held on 21st April 2016, having been 
previously circulated, were taken as read and were signed by the Chairman as a correct 
record. This was proposed by Cllr Ford, seconded by Cllr Wesley and agreed by attendees. 

 
3. COMMUNITY POLICE REPORT 

The police were invited to attend, unfortunately there was no representative available to 
attend the meeting. 
 

4. COMMUNITY AWARD 
 Will be covered later, once all nominees have arrived. 
 
5. PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

Chairman read out his report, a copy of which appears in the Minute book. He advised that 
all parishioners were welcome to attend the monthly meetings and had an opportunity to 
raise items of Community Interest for discussion.  
 
Cllr Judge noted his disappointment and concern with the lack of police presence both at 
this meeting and at Parish Council meetings throughout the year.  There was a significant 
change when the Rural Safer Neighbourhood team was merged with Bury to form the Bury 
SNT.  It was confirmed that the parish council have written to the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Suffolk, Mr Tim Passmore to express our concerns. 
 
The issue of speeding was raised, this is a continuing issue within the village and generates 
the highest number of complaints to the Parish Council.  At the request of the Parish 
Council Suffolk Highways carried out a speed survey along Barrow Hill and Bury Road, 
although 50% of drivers were exceeding 30mph the police will not take action unless 
speeds exceed 35mph. Which the Parish Council considers unacceptable.   
 
Many of the individuals responsible for this serious problem are local residents and Cllr 
Judge urged motorists to consider the implications of their actions.  The Parish Council are 
currently in discussion with the County Council about further traffic calming measures and 
have committed funds from their own resources to expedite matters. 



 
There have been no major planning applications in the past 12 months however the Parish 
Council did hold a public meeting to discuss the application for a telephone mast behind the 
telephone exchange, the Borough Council have now considered the matter and concluded 
that prior approval of the work will not be required. 
 
The Parish Council formed a joint working party with the Village Hall Management 
Committee to consider ways to enhance recreational facilities within the village.  Initially 
thoughts were to improve the current playing field and erect a new pavilion however the 
state of the village hall building has caused concerns and other options need to be 
considered.  There is a possibility of acquiring some land to develop a purpose built all 
purpose village hall/sports pavilion but discussions are in a very early stage.  Cllr Judge 
made it clear that this option would involve significant fund raising and therefore is a long 
term option.  He assured residents there would be a full public consultation prior to any 
decisions being made. 
 
The Parish Council work hard to keep the community informed and have recently improved 
the website.  The quarterly newsletter ‘Newslink’ which was introduced in 2013 is delivered 
free to every house in the parish.  Cllr Judge thanked Pigeon Developments and Hopkins 
Homes for their continued support and sponsorship of the publication. 
 
The Parish Council receives numerous requests for donations and respond positively to 
these when resources permit and there is a clear local interest in making such a donation. 
The Parish Council has given significant support to the Town Estate Room refurbish. 
 
Cllr Judge thanked County Councillor Clements for his support to the parish and confirmed 
he is standing down at the forthcoming election.  He has been very generous to the council 
and village organisations and the Parish Council is extremely grateful. 
 
Cllr Judge thanked his fellow councillors for their support over the past 12 months, Sarah 
cox who was Parish Clerk until June last year and Kat Bowe who took over as Parish Clerk 
last August. 

 
6. COMMUNITY AWARD 

This award was introduced 3 years ago to recognise people who give up their time in this 
village for the community.  The nominations this year were: Sue Houlder for her 
involvement in numerous committees and organisations in the past 25 years and for 
stepping back into the Parish Clerk roll in cover the vacancy while a new clerk was 
appointed, Revd Dr Barbara Sherlock for being instrumental in the refurbishment of the 
Town Estate Room, Jean and Sylvia Edinburgh for running the over 60’s club and Sylvia 
Edinburgh for her commitment to the over 60’s club. 
 
The judging panel was Cllr Judge, Cllr Pearson and Trevor Bragg (last years winner). It was 
a difficult decision but it was decided the worthy winner was Sue Houlder.  The Chairman 
thanked Sue for her support to the Parish Council and her continued commitment to the 
village.  The Major Julia Wakelam presented Sue with an engraved vase.  The other 
nominees were presented with a bouquet of flowers. 

 
7. FINANCE REPORT 

The Finance Report was given, a copy of which appears in the Minute book.  The precept 
remained the same last year.  The decision was made to increase it slightly for 2017/2018 
to £24,272, however due to an increase in the number of households within the parish in 
the last 12 months, the amount per household remained the same at £33.99. The Income 
for the year is made up of the precept, allotment income, burials, bank interest, rents and 
recycling credits.  



 
The main expenditure was the maintenance of public areas, and administration costs.  The 
Parish Council paid out £620 during the year to local charities and associations including a 
contribution to Newstalk, Age UK Suffolk, Barrow Church, Magpas, Barrow & Denham 
Good Neighbours Scheme, Barrow Mother and Toddler Group, Suffolk Accident Rescue 
Service, Denham Church and the Royal British Legion. 
 
During the year we had a new bus shelter installed on Papeley Meadow and repairs carried 
out to the bus shelter on Sharpes Hill, these were funded by S106 monies. 
 
As at 31 March 2017 the Parish Council had £71,651.71 in the bank.  VAT of £2,916.91 is 
due back to the Parish Council.  Net wages of £192.50 were owed by the Parish Council.  
This has left the Parish Council with total funds of £74,376.12 (2015/2016 £71,432.05). 
 

8. CHARITIES 
Barrow Minor Charities 
Kim Judge confirmed that Christmas vouchers of £10 were given to out to 27 residents 
(over 60) who have lived in Barrow since birth.  The opening balance in the account as at 
January 2016 was £983.01, income included £163.54 in dividends and £35 from the Crosier 
Charity.  Expenditure totalled £270 leaving a closing balance at the end of December 2016 
of £917.55 
 
Town Estate Room 
There has been a lot of excitement around the refurbishment of the Town Estate Room. 
The opening balance in the bank in January 2016 was £25,961.59. There has been a 
significant amount of hard work to secure grant funding.  Total income for the year including 
grants was £49,136.09 against expenditure of £57,027.60.  The closing balance as at the 
end of December 2016 was £18,343.51 

 
9. SCHOOL 

The school is continuing to provide outstanding results and is currently almost at capacity 
with 149 children on roll.  Systems and processes continue to be maintained and developed 
to ensure the effective management of the staff, resources, premises and finances. 
 
In all areas, children are performing at a level significantly higher than the national average. 
 
Following the SIAMS inspection in December 2016 the school has once again been graded 
as Outstanding in all of the inspection categories. 
 
The school continues to develop community links and works well with local nurseries 
including Plumtree and Green Wellie. 
 
The refurbishment of the school pool nears completion.  The pool is providing valuable 
additional income for the school and swimming lessons run all year round. 
 
Barrow remains a lead school for ConnectED, in the West Suffolk consortium. The aim 
continues to be improving outcomes for pupils across the region by working collaboratively 
with other schools.  Barrow is very involved with teacher training. 

 
10.  VILLAGE HALL REPORT 

Tom Wesley gave the Village Hall report. He advised that bookings continue to expand and 
there are not many days when the hall is not in use.  In 2016, the Beer Festival raised 
£2,492 and special thanks was given to Mike Banister and Richard Ford.  The fireworks 
raised £1,656 and thanks was given to Peter Wesley, Patrick Eggleton, Chris James and 
Coulsons Building Group.   



 
Tom Wesley confirmed that new doors had been purchased and the committee room was 
due to be refurbished at a total cost of £6,000. 
 
There are plans to purchase new furniture for £1,000 and redecorate the main hall due to 
the damage caused from removing the old heating system. 
 
The Village Hall is an A frame farm building in excess of 60 years old.  The roof is currently 
leaking and the committee are trying to find a solution for it.  The Hall will not last forever.  
Plans for building a new community centre/hall are being considered but this would require 
significant fundraising.  The current Village Hall is a community asset and could be sold for 
development to help to raise funds for a new building should a suitable site be found. 

 
11. TOWN ESTATE ROOM REPORT 

Revd Dr Barbara Sherlock expressed her deep gratitude and enormous pride that the 
interior refurbishment of the Town Estate Room has now been completed.  The building 
benefited from new electrics, heating, sound and damp proofing, fire walls, new flooring, 
double glazing, an accessible loo and decorating.  The building was refurbished by 
Valiants. The work was funded through grant applications written by Sue Houlder and Kim 
Judge, the project also benefitted from S106 monies and Hopkins Homes donated a fully 
furnished kitchen.  Several individuals have also made personal donations. 
 
The room is ready for use and the plan is to have a schedule of events including St 
Nicholas Open House, Saturday breakfasts (one for men and one for women), coffee 
mornings, a toddler group and after school club and many more.   
 
The room is available to hire and Chris James can be contacted to book the room 
 
Revd Dr Barbara thanks all the committee members and acknowledged that none of the 
above would have been possible without their hard work and dedication. 

  
12. BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORT 

Cllr Houlder gave a full report, a copy of which is in the minute book. Cllr Houlder confirmed 
that St Edmundsbury and Forest Heath are now operating under the banner ‘West Suffolk’.  
The two councils share a single staff structure with every department shared between the 
two. 
 
As ‘West Suffolk’ the West Suffolk Operational Hub has been bought to its planning stage 
and this facility should provide increased efficiencies and value for money for the waste 
collection in West Suffolk. The Brown Bin scheme is continuing and the payment of £40 can 
now be made online. 
 
All parties involved in the planning process are being encouraged to use the planning portal 
for all communications in a bit to cut down on paper usage.  Westley Parish Council look at 
all planning documentation on a OHP linked to a WIFI enabled laptop though the planning 
portal. 
 
The Borough is staring at a multi-million pound funding gap over the next four years which 
is hard to close without raising council tax more than inflation or cutting services. 
 
As reserves are receiving less than marginal interest it makes sense to invest in a project 
that can show a good commercial return. Plans for a new multi-storey car park or two for 
Bury at currently being discussed. 
 



Visitor numbers to the borough attractions including parks, museums and the Christmas 
Fayre have increased. 
 
Council tax did increase this year, nobody knows what the future will hold.  The 
Government have said that Councils will be able to keep some or maybe all growth related 
Business rate income, the final consultation returns have been made and we await a 
decision. The number of years the NHB is paid for has been reduced from six to four. 
 
The Borough Council was able to grant more monies to the Town Estate Room, Barrow 
First Responders and Plum Tee Preschool.  There is currently about £2,900 to dispose of 
next year to Barrow and Denham organisations, Cllr Houlder urged people to get in touch. 

 
13. COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT 

Cllr Clements gave a report, a full copy of which is in the Minute book.  He confirmed that 
they had lived up to their pledge and council tax has not been increased for the past seven 
years.  They are committed to running a low tax county council by being more effective and 
efficient with resources rather than making residents pay more. 
 
In 2016 more than 300 miles of road were renewed after an investment of an additional 
£10m.  An online reporting system was implemented which has helped to decrease 
response time. 
 
Caring for Suffolk’s elderly and vulnerable residents remains a priority.  For two consecutive 
years an adult social care precept was introduced.  This money was ring fenced and goes 
directly to front line services. 
 
Since the last election Suffolk Schools have gone from 60% ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ rating by 
Ofsted to 90%.  Suffolk is now ranked in the top half of all authorities for GCSE results.  
 
Suffolk County Council have been dedicated to keeping residents of Suffolk healthy.  A 
number of sporting events have been established, including ‘Park Runs’ and almost 150 
walks. Work also continues with the NHS Mental Health Trust and other services to support 
the most fragile. 
 
14. QUESTIONS 
The Chairman invited parishioners to ask questions. 
 
There were no questions. 
 
With no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm. 
 

 
 
  Signed: ………………………………………………………………… 
     CHAIRMAN 
 
 
  Date: ………………………………………………………………...... 

 
 
 
 
 


